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Her Majesty, with great affection, but much gravity,
spoke to me of the heavy responsibility I had assumed
in keeping my marriage secret, not only for the conse-
quences that might have fallen on me, but also on
the child.
Gianandrea had from birth been a delicate child,
and his care, especially in view of my weak financial
position, became a problem of considerable magni-
tude. My husband's parents, who have always
shown the greatest affection for, and interest in the
progress of, their grandson, were more than willing
to support me and my son in Rome, but in vit?w of
the fact that they were not millionaires, and that I
was earning very good money here, I did not wish
to be a burden to my people.
Queen Margherita discussed this problem with me
at great length, and in the end not only gave her
consent, but advised me to continue my career on the
stage, in which profession I had already achieved
some success. For numerous reasons there could be
no question of my joining the stage income where,
in any case, the status of .an actor was an exceedingly
poor one. The only course open to me was to return
to England and, as Queen Margherita advised, bring
up my son with every care.
My late husband's parents, Signor and Signora
Trombetti, own and occupy a house near the Teatro
Argentina. At the time of which I am writing it was
not of very considerable value. Now, by a strange
stroke of fortune, it has suddenly become a very
valuable property. That great architect, the Duce,
has recently put into force a great programme of
building in this part of Rome, and in the course of
pulling down a number of old houses, another forum
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